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Situated on beautiful Treaty 6 territory, the College of 
Education acknowledges our First Nations and Métis 
ancestors, and the privilege of living and learning on 

this land.  It is our responsibility in the College to deliver high 
quality undergraduate and graduate programs, to produce high 
quality research and dissemination through presentations and 
publications, and to serve the communities in which we work.  
We are meeting these responsibilities through prioritizing our 
teaching, research, and service.  We continue in our steadfast 
commitment to Aboriginal engagement, knowledge creation 
and impact, innovation, and community.  Our undergraduate 
and graduate student programs are vibrant with activity and 
invention; our halls and classrooms with performance and 
promise; and our faculty and staff with contribution and 
connection.

At the College, we are building on the excellence of current and 
past faculty, staff, and alumni; and are committed to our current 
students and our current programs.  In addition, this past year, 
we have created new degrees and certificates, and have designed 
cohorts and initiatives which target several high priority 
areas, responding to the calls to action from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission report, the Ministry of Education, 
our school divisions, and our current students and valued 
alumni.  We are grateful for the trust that our partners have in 
us, and are proud of our work to date. 

Please contact us, or come to visit our places. We would love to 
connect with you again. 

message
Dean’s

 DR. MICHELLE PRYTULA 
BCOMM’92, BED’95, MED’04, PHD’08
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  UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

U of S researchers bring the 
laboratory to the classroom
When you address language 

problems you are not only 
helping kids be more effective 

communicators, you’re also laying the 
foundation for literacy skills and learning 
later in life,” McIntyre said.

She emphasizes it is important to identify and 
deal with language and learning difficulties 
and disorders as early as possible, while 
children’s brains are rapidly developing and 
more open to learning opportunities than 
later in life.

“There’s a lot of research that says if you spend 
more money on interventions in the earlier 
years, you’re going to have less money spent 
in later years,” McIntyre said.

One of the research challenges for McIntyre 
and Hellsten, both in the Department 
of Educational Psychology and Special 
Education at the U of S, is to gather realistic 
information on how instructors present, 
and students respond to, various teaching 
strategies. As the researchers explain, stick a 
camera in front of a kid and they’re likely to 
freeze up—or ham it up.

Now, thanks to an $85,000 grant from 
the Canada Foundation for Innovation, 
McIntyre and Hellsten are poised to set up the 
Community-Based Observation Laboratory 
(COL). The lab has two components: three 
portable field stations and a central computer 
data analysis centre at the College of 
Education. The lab will form a node of the  
U of S Social Sciences Research Laboratories.`

Hellsten explained her role is to provide the 
nuts-and-bolts tools for the work.

“I’m an assessment developer, test developer 
and critic,” she said. “In our particular study 
we’re looking at, ‘can we create something 
culturally appropriate and age-appropriate?"

The field stations consist of audio and video 
recording equipment that can be set up to 
unobtrusively observe students and teachers 
in action. Microphones, headsets and laptops 
will allow the researchers to be present, but 
at a more non-distracting distance. Initially, 
they will be deployed at participating schools 
within the Prairie Spirit School Division 
near Saskatoon, but McIntyre emphasizes 
they can be used anywhere, particularly in 

under-served rural, northern and Indigenous 
communities.

“Overall, rural students don’t do as well 
as their urban counterparts on literacy 
achievement assessments, and their high 
school dropout rates are higher,” McIntyre 
said.

She added the problem is particularly acute 
for Indigenous peoples, who have a younger 
demographic and are often isolated in rural 
and northern communities.

Ultimately, McIntyre and Hellsten want 
to develop tools to help teachers identify 
children who are struggling with language 
and literacy as early as possible, along with 
strategies to help them succeed, from grade 
school to university.

“These challenges—they typically don’t go 
away on their own,” McIntyre said. 

 JAMES SHEWAGA, UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN
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Jason Rogers experimented with other 
paths but knew he had found his home 
when he landed in education, following     

        in his family’s footsteps, Jacqueline Louie  
        writes.
 
Following forays into chemistry, commerce 
and English, Jason Rogers eventually found his 
dream career in education.
 
Now in his second year as headmaster of 
Rundle College, an independent academic 
K-12 school in Calgary, Rogers has been 
a fixture at the college and partner school 
Rundle Academy for nearly 15 years. 

Prior to becoming the college headmaster, 
Rogers served the partner school Rundle 
Academy, which serves students with learning 
disabilities in grades 4 to 12, in a variety of 
roles, including teacher, assistant principal, 
director of admissions, head of educational 
technology and as principal. 

Born and raised in Estevan, SK, Rogers holds 
a bachelor of education degree from the 
University of Saskatchewan and a master of 
education from the University of Calgary. 
Prior to joining Rundle, he taught grades 3 to 
8 at an inner-city school with Saskatoon Public 
Schools for two years.

What would your students be surprised to 
learn you like to do in your personal time or 
on a day off?
I’m always searching for hobbies — everything 
from sausage making to photography. In my 

spare time I cook and love experimenting with 
food; (especially) making curries and Thai 
dishes. I’m an avid reader, I love road biking 
and running, and I’m a bit of a cinephile, 
specifically documentaries. 

What three things could you not live 
without? 
Friends, family and relationships. However, 
sadly, sometimes I think I couldn’t live without 
the Internet. I think it isn’t just me who feels 
that way — our entire society, and our students 
are unavoidably dependent on the Internet as 
a tool. It’s part of the reason schools such as 
Rundle College focus on topics such as digital 
responsibility and Internet safety. Beyond 
that, Rundle College focuses on important 
elements like character development, building 
relationships and peer connections.

Was there a  formative experience that 
started you down the path to education?
At university, I was enrolled in several other 
programs: bachelor of commerce, bachelor of 
science in chemistry and bachelor of arts in 
English. However when I landed in education, 
I knew I had found my home. Since then, 
I’ve gone back to do graduate studies in the 
education of exceptional children, as well as 
educational leadership.

I came to education honestly — my dad was a 
teacher and my mom was a junior high school 
administrative assistant, for 35 years each.

What is the first thing you do when you get 
to work in the morning?  
Given the opportunity, I like to be outside 
doing supervision with students or in the great 
hall with students. There is something really 
rewarding about watching the school come to 
life at the start of the day.

What is the biggest challenge you face at 
school this year? 
We are busy with the construction of our new 
primary elementary school at Rundle College, 
which is scheduled to open in September at 
our 17th Avenue campus.

What most excites you about being a 
headmaster and the school you work at?  
 The opportunity to work with talented staff 
who truly individualize education for students, 
and the ability to share in student and parent 
celebrations of success, whether it’s academic, 
athletic, character, leadership or travel.

What does your school have bragging rights 
to?
Small class sizes with 14 students in a class, 
which allows us to individualize our education 
to the students’ needs and interests. What is 
also unique about our school is the level and 
amount of volunteerism that goes on each 
year. Students and faculty volunteer thousands 
of hours to our community. Not only in 
Calgary, but internationally in locations such 
as Vietnam, Cambodia and Guatemala.

Jason Rogers 
finds his calling 

in education
 JACQUELINE LOUIE
          CALGARY HERALD
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Education —and indeed the University of Saskatchewan—has always 
been important to Grit McCreath and her family.

From being a student and alumna, to a member of the University Senate and 
the Board of Governors—and most recently being appointed the university’s 
honorary ambas sador—McCreath has held many roles at the U of S.

But her connection to campus goes back further than her time as a student. 
“As a young girl I would go to classes with my mom and got to know all the 
nooks and crannies. It was so cool to be on campus,” McCreath recalled.
 
McCreath is a first gener ation Canadian. Her parents, both academics in 
Europe (her father survived the Gulag), came to Canada in the 1949. Though 
well-educated, upon arrival in Canada they were given only credit for one 
year of university and had to start their post-sec ondary educations again.
 
“My mom and dad both went to the U of S, they were always students,” 
explained McCreath, adding with a laugh that she too has spent a great 
amount of time as a student at the university.
 
But the U of S was a place that was more than libraries, labs and lecture halls 
for the family. “On Sundays we would pack up our VW Bug and have picnics 
on campus, or go see a concert, or visit a museum. My parents would bring 
students home for dinner. It was absolutely central to my life growing up.”
 
There was no question, McCreath continued, “that I would attend the 
U of S.” And she did, earning a bachelor of education degree and spending 
32 years as a teacher and education administrator in Saskatoon, Toronto, 
Edmonton and Calgary.
 
No matter the distance, there has never been a time in McCreath’s life that 
she has not been connected to the U of S, from childhood to today. One of 
her own sons attended the U of S, she and her spouse Scott McCreath, a 
graduate of the College of Commerce, have hosted countless alumni events, 
and she served on both the University Senate and the Board of Governors.

“I was sad, after three years on senate and six years on the board, that it 
was coming to an end,” she said. “At my last board meeting in July, they 
presented me with a certificate that named me as honorary ambassador. I 
was overwhelmed and absolutely delighted!”
 
McCreath, in this new role, has possibly found the perfect job, albeit one that 
does not come with a paycheque.
 
“I adore the university and as an honorary ambassador, get to share with 
others all the things that make this such an incredible place,” explained 
McCreath.
 
University Secretary Beth Williamson said that McCreath, through 
dedicating so much time to the university over the years, was an individual 
the Board of Governors did not want to lose.
 
So the board, Williamson continued, came up with the idea of an honorary 
ambassador so that the university would continue to be a place where 
McCreath could still invest her time and energy and help the university.

  

The heart of KRIS FOSTERcampus
“Grit has a vast number of skills; she is intuitive, a strong leader, and 
is such a delightful person who has friends and connections across 
the country,” Williamson explained. “She has a great love for the 
university and we wanted to find a way to continue to tap into all of 
that.”

McCreath also has extensive experience as both an educator and 
administrator in the K-12 education system, Williamson continued, 
and knows “how to connect and appeal to students of all ages. That is 
of great benefit to the university.”
 
Some of the duties that McCreath will take on in this role include 
meeting with and hosting alumni and donors, recruiting students, 
mentoring individuals and groups, attending university events and 
ceremonies, and providing the president with feedback from the 
community.
 
All of these things, McCreath said, she has been doing in some 
capacity for a number of years already.  
 
“I’ve always been a small ‘a’ ambassador for the U of S,” McCreath 
said, adding that the job description, evolutionary in nature, comes 
with a big “A.”
 
“We have every confidence that Grit will uphold everything the 
university stands for,” said Williamson. “She reflects the university’s 
values.”
 
“The university is essential to the province and so many people are 
connected to it and have pride in it. I get to share that with others,” 
said McCreath. “My parents would be over-the-moon proud of this.”
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achievementsAlumni
The College of Education is proud of its alumni and their accomplishments. In order to demonstrate our appreciation, this section                         

is dedicated to acknowledging the endeavors that alumni undertake and the successes they have achieved.

Belinda Daniels (M.Ed. 2005 )  | Canadian Teachers' Federation 2015 Outstanding Aboriginal Educator

Tasha Spillett (M.Ed. 2015 )  | Manitoba's Top 100 Fascinating People 2015

Betty-Ann Heggie ( B.Ed. 1975 )  | 2015 Women in Mining Canada Trailblazer Award

James Hill ( B.Ed. 1983; B.A. 2002 )  | Appointed to Canadian Consul General in Seattle

Bill Mintram ( B.Ed. 2009 ) | One of CBC Saskatchewan's Future 40 for 2015

Colleen Norris ( B.Comm. 1998; B.Ed .2003; M.Ed. 2010 )  | Director to the Ministry of Education's Saskatchewan Professional Teachers Regulatory Board

Terry Wotherspoon ( M.A. 1983; B.Ed 1977; B.A. 1976 )  | Elected President of the Canadian Sociological Association for 2015-16

Sally Meadows ( B.Ed. 2004)  | Shortlisted for The 2016 Word Awards

Joe Schmutz ( B.Ed. 1991 )  | Awarded the Cliff Shaw Award from Nature Saskatchewan

Peter Stroh  ( B.Ed. 1975 ; B.A. 1970 ; M.Ed. 1985 )  | Alumni Association President  at University of Saskatchewan 2013-2014

Brian Keegan ( B.Ed. 1974 ; BAPE 1967; EDUC 1967 )  | Inducted into the Saskatchewan Baseball Hall of Fame

Patricia Prowse ( B.Ed. 1980; M.Ed. 1990; B.A. 2006 )  | Associate Director of  the Saskatchewan Educational Leadership Unit (SELU)

Pamela Kazeil ( B.Ed. 1992 )  | Chief Financial Officer for PrairieSky Royalty Ltd.

Phyllis Jones ( B.Ed. 1960 )  | Council of the Federation Literacy Award

Darlene Brander ( B.Ed. 1995 )  | Chair of Saskatoon Board of Police Commissioners

Dean Elliott ( B.Ed. 1987; B.Sc. 1996 )  | Friend of the Professions Award APEGS

Wayne Gauthier ( B.Ed. 1974; B.A. 1976 )  | Retired from the Wolf Creek School Division in Red Deer, AB

David Cross ( B.A. 1967; EDUC 1969; B.Ed. 1974; M.Ed. 1982 )  | Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubillee Medal Recipient

Matthew Dalzell( B.Ed. 1996; B.Sc. 1997; M.Sc. 2007 )  | Commanding Officer of HMCS Unicorn

Lyle Benko ( B.Ed. 1972 )  | Friend of the Professions Award APEGS

Elaine Ayre ( BSHEC 1969; B.Ed. 1969; EDUC 1969)  | Self-published a book through FriesenPress: The Princess Doll's Scrapbook

Gaylene Hagarty ( B.Ed. 1985; M.Ed. 1991; P.G.D. 1990)  | Principal of St. Mary's Catholic School in Goderich, ON
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Belinda Daniels  MED 2005

College of Education College of Education

For more information, please visit our website 
usask.ca/education/alumnianddonors

Award Winners

Belinda Daniels won the 
Canadian Teachers’ 

Federation 2015 Outstanding 
Aboriginal Educator Award.

Daniels teaches Cree, 
Indigenous studies and 
Canadian history at Mount 
Royal Collegiate secondary 
school in Saskatoon, one of the 
few areas in Canada that offers a bilingual Cree program.

She enjoys teaching Cree because it helps reconnect her 
students to their heritage and gives them a sense of identity.

Joe Schmutz BED 1991

Joe Schmutz, recently 
retired SENS sessional 

lecturer and MSEM 
coordinator, was recognized 
by Nature Saskatchewan 
for his article "A hunter-
naturalist's observations of 
sharp-tailed grouse trends 
in Saskatchewan", published 
in the organization's journal 
The Blue Jay. 

The article applauds forward-looking ranchers who are using 
community pasture as a grass bank for drought proofing 
the family ranch with benefits for sharp-tailed grouse, our 
province's provincial bird. Congratulations, Joe!

Tasha Spillet  MED 2015

Tasha Spillet was nominated 
by Janell Melenchuk for 

Manitoba's Future 40 in 2015. She 
is Cree and Trinidadian, and an 
educator and active member in the 
Indigenous community.

In her work as an educator, 
Tasha makes every effort to 
infuse her cultural knowledge 
and teaching philosophy and practice to support the positive 
cultural identities of Indigenous students and to strengthen 
relationships between all communities. Tasha is currently 
pursuing her master's in land-based Indigenous education 
through the University of Saskatchewan.

Achievements

Terry Wotherspoon  BED 1977

Terry Wotherspoon, head 
of the Department of 

Sociology, has been elected 
president of the Canadian 
Sociological Association (CSA).

The CSA is the national 
association representing 
the discipline and promotes 
research, publication and 
teaching of sociology in 
Canada. 
 

Dr. Wotherspoon previously served on the CSA Executive in 
his capacity as managing editor of the association's journal, the 
Canadian Review of Sociology.

 USASK.CA
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  UPSTREAM.COM

Lessons from the Land
When Leah Arcand was a first year 

teacher recently convocated from 
the Indian Teacher Education 

Program in Saskatchewan, she had the 
opportunity to teach sixth grade students in 
Buffalo River Dene nation. It's located six hours 
North of Saskatoon, in Treaty Ten territory.

Her time in the North was transformative. It 
showed her that land-based education plays an 
important part in determining how to improve 
the academic success of our young people. 
Given what a key role education plays in our 
health, land-based education can make a big 
contribution to the social determinants of 
health in our society, and to outcomes for both 
individuals and communities.

Leah attended a mandatory conference in 
Meadow Lake in just her second week of 
school. The conference included a series of 
workshops intended to benefit teachers in the 
Tribal Council. Land Based Education was a 
workshop that really resonated with her. It was 
facilitated by an Elder and former teacher from 
the Buffalo River Dene Nation. The workshop 
included land-based concepts that weren't 
alien to her. They discussed ideas around 
alternative education, and helped her connect 
the community to the classroom, and indigenize 
her instruction. The result was better classroom 
management, and more engaged learning for 
her students.

She chose land-based education because 
as an on-reserve First Nations school, they 
were underfunded both in terms of current 
resources and new staff. The more conventional, 
colonial education system was not working 
for these kids, and it became challenging for 
classroom management. Imagine a group of 
fourteen students, half of whom are related, 
who've been in school together six hours per 
day since pre-scrool, now with a teacher who's 
brand new to the community. She struggled 
with implementing the monotonous routines 
in the conventional, Westernized curriculum. 
She noticed how these youth were much more 
attentive and well behaved after a smudge, a 
nature walk or a sharing circle.

"The more we can value and 
strengthen that connection with 
the land, the brighter the future 
of our young people, and the 
healthier our communities will 
be."

One initiative that formed from our regular 
nature walks, was to do something about the 
litter in the school community. There were no 
outdoor trash bins in the park, and this resulted 
in large amounts of garbage scattered around, 
and a normalized mentality around littering. 
Leah's students told her that previous trash bins 
had been vandalized, or torn apart by dogs. She 
took this opportunity to teach her students the 

importance of respecting the land, and taking 
care of it. They fundraised as a class to buy the 
school an outdoor trash bin, by recycling and 
holding frequent bake sales. They went to each 
classroom in turn, and presented our initiative. 
They wrote a letter to the administration, 
and were able to raise $250.00 in funds. The 
experience brought pride to her students, 
because they were involved in making positive 
change in the community.

Spending nine months in a beautiful,  
semi-isolated community was an opportunity 
for Leah to explore a more land-based 
approach to education. She had found that this 
approach played an integral role in teaching 
the social determinants of education — the 
same determinants of a young person's healthy 
development, and the development of their 
community. These youth are the future care 
takers of the land, and they need to know the 
important intergenerational teachings that 
come with the territory.

Leah left Buffalo River knowing her students 
would have a strong sense of the land they live 
on. They themselves taught her how to navigate 
that land, and showed her how self-sufficient 
they could be outside of the classroom. 
The more we can value and strengthen that 
connection with the land, the brighter the 
future of our young people, and the healthier 
our communities will be. 

UPSTREAM.COM
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  SASKATOON STAR PHOENIX

Belinda Daniels (BEd’98, MEduc’05), a 
teacher of Cree and Indigenous Studies 
at Mount Royal Collegiate and a PhD 

student in the U of S interdisciplinary studies 
program, was included in the top 50 for the 
Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize. 
The final ten candidates will be announced in 
February, and the winner chosen in March at 
a special ceremony in Dubai.

It’s considered the “Nobel Prize” for teaching 
and a Saskatoon teacher made the shortlist. 
Belinda Daniels was in the running for a 
global award worth one million U.S. dollars 
after being narrowed down from 8,000 
nominations. 

Daniels, 42, has taught thousands of students 
over 15 years and is credited with going 
above and beyond when it comes to time in 
the classroom.

“I want to be in the shoes of my students. If I 
want them to be excited, I have to be excited 
about what it is we’re learning,” remarked 

Daniels, saying she felt she was born to 
teach but wasn’t inspired until she worked 
as an administrative assistant at a local high 
school.

It’s this passion, excitement and self-curiosity 
that has led her to be recognized as one of 
the best teachers in the world. 

Teachers at the top of their class that were 
selected from thousands of others from 
148 countries worldwide for the Global 
Teacher Prize, an award that was set out to 
acknowledge one exceptional teacher and 
validate the profession as a whole.

“I’m also pretty humbled to be 
picked out and noticed.”

What she teaches isn’t just from a textbook 
but rather from the heart.

“Indigenous studies, history, my language, 
the language of Nehiyawak which is Cree.”

On an educational leave from her position at 
Mount Royal Collegiate, Daniels also schools 
students at the University of Saskatchewan 
and has founded a successful Cree language 
summer program that has been running for 
11 years.

She has helped shaped Saskatchewan’s 
Core Cree curriculum with the Ministry of 
Education at a high school level which often 
leads students to find a sense of identity, faith 
and belonging.

“This is why it’s so important to go back 
to our original stories, oral histories, the 
making of treaties, the destruction of 
colonialism, all of that is so important for 
young people to know.”

MEAGHAN CRAIG, SASKATOON STAR PHOENIX

Eyes on 
the prize

  UPSTREAM.COM
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The Revisited campaign will see eight walls throughout the main floor of the 
Education Building get a custom makeover, explained Michelle Prytula, 
dean of the College of Education.

“The impetus wasn’t to redecorate the walls,” said Prytula. “This is all about 
alumni engagement, and you can’t have that without student engage ment. This is 
about affinity, connection and pride.”

So a college group of faculty and staff began working with the university’s 
marketing and communications team to redesign a number of walls based on 
words critical to the teaching profession and ending in a bold “ed”—such as 
Committed, Diversified and Represented.

The first wall, Committed— featuring the college’s education oath and photos 
from the inaugural pinning ceremony— refers to the commitment the profession 
of teaching requires.

Diversified, the second wall, points to the diversity of students, faculty, staff and 
alumni in all forms—ethnicity, gender, age, religion, disability and socioeconomic 
status. The wall also features members of the college community, numerous 
inspirational quotes on what diversity means and artwork.

revisitED
 KRIS FOSTER

  JEFF VINNICK/VANCOUVER CANUCKS

If walls could talk in the College of Education, 
they would tell stories about all the elements 
that make up the teaching profession.

Represented, the wall completed at the end of November, highlights all of the 
student associations—Education Students’ Society, Indian Teacher Education 
Program and the Saskatchewan Urban Native Teachers Education Program— 
and includes a number of shadow boxes that will feature easily changed items to 
represent student voices in the college.

“The walls take a piece of the profession and bring it to life,” said Prytula, adding 
that walls, each budgeted to cost between $2,000 and $5,000, will be the first 
décor update in the college in about 20 years.

Upcoming walls, Pytula continued, include: Treasured, slated for December and 
focusing on the child and family; Connected, going up in January, references 
connec tions alumni, students and donors have to the college; Indigenized, in 
February, will reflect First Nations, Métis, and Inuit culture within the college; 
Discovered, in March, will focus on research and programming; and Cultured, in 
April, the last of the initial planned walls, will see fine arts and music education 
taking centre stage.

The Revisited campaign, which has received great feedback so far, Prytula 
continued, is just one aspect of the college’s plans to increase engagement among 
its stakeholders.

The need for an engage ment strategy, Prytula said, has been long overdue as low 
alumni engagement within the college was brought into sharp focus by a survey 
conducted this past spring.

“We were challenged in the survey—alumni told us that they felt disconnected,” 
said Prytula, who also happens to be a graduate of the college. “The feedback 
made sense because with the sequential program, students were in the college 
for only a year before leaving to intern, and then half a year after. It wasn’t long 
enough. We realize that if we don’t give them a sense of belonging, they will find 
something else to belong to.”

The college recently moved from sequential to direct admis sions, meaning 
students will now spend four years, rather than two, learning to be teachers, 
a change Prytula believes will not only strengthen teaching and learning, but 
will create strong connections between students, and eventual alumni, and the 
college. This change will be available for fall 2016 term.

Another part of the engage ment strategy, launched for the first time this fall, 
is the pinning ceremony, which saw incoming students receive a special pin 
and had them sign an oath to demon strate their commitment to the teaching 
profession.

“It was an amazing event to be at. Students felt great and there was an incredible 
sense of belonging achieved within the hour-long ceremony,” said the dean.

“This is where people come to be teachers. The work that happens here is so 
valuable and we need to show everyone else that, whether it is on our walls or 
through our students, faculty, staff or alumni.”  
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The Counselling Assessment 
Intervention and Research Services 
(CAIRS) official opening was celebrated 

on October 16, 2015.  As part of the celebration, 
a John Ranton MacIntosh sponsored visiting 
lecturer Dr. Don Saklofske, who presented on 
two topics: Beyond IQ: Emotional Intelligence 
and Education and Canadian Test Norms: Use 
Them or Lose Them!  Dr. Saklofske’s return to 
the College was reminiscent of his 25 year career 
in the Department of Educational Psychology 
& Special Education and helped to create a  
reunion-like atmosphere for students and faculty 
alike.  

This was most evident during the CAIRS opening 
when Dr. Saklofske joined former colleagues 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus Dr. C.K. 
Leong and Dr. John McLeod in tracing back a 40 
year history of the college offering some form of 
assessment services to the community through 
their courses and clinics. Dr. Tim Claypool 
acknowledged Dean Prytula’s support as being 
a vital energizing component that allowed the 
CAIRS team to turn their plans into action.   In 
turn, Dr. Michelle Prytula, Dean of the College of 
Education, acknowledged that CAIRS will meet 
a growing demand for accessible and affordable 
assessment services designed to support students, 

families and schools.  In particular, Dr. John 
McLeod was acknowledged for his pioneering 
vision that resulted in the building of the 
Institute of Child Guidance and Development in 
1970, historically located where CAIRS as well as 
AERC, SELU and SERI now operate.

CAIRS provides Psycho-Educational Assessment 
in the areas of learning disabilities, attentional 
challenges, behavioral disorders, intellectual 
challenges and giftedness.  Please visit the CAIRS 
website for more information.   

www.usask.ca/education/cairs

CAIRS Grand Opening:
ALYSSA WIEBE

Counselling Assessment Intervention & Research Services

Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal
Recipient John Barton'87

John Barton received the Saskatchewan 

Volunteer Medal for 2015. The medal 

recognizes an outstanding volunteer 

or someone who exemplifies exceptional 

community involvement. John Barton was a 

teacher and administrator with the Saskatoon 

Public School Division for more than 30 

years. As an administrator, he built strong 

connections with community associations and 

business districts within the communities. John 

supported his profession through involvement 

with the Saskatoon Teachers’ Association, the 

Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation and other 

professional groups. He also co‐chaired the 

Saskatchewan Council of Children, which was 

the genesis for School Plus and the second 

generation of community schools. 

His interest in family counselling led him to 

serve as Director for the Canadian Professional 

Counselling Association and President of 

the Saskatchewan Chapter of the Canadian 

Professional Counsellors Association. He 

is currently a member of the City Hospital 

Foundation, serving on several committees of 

the board. John continues to champion literacy 

and learning by organizing the annual Literacy 

For Life Conference in Saskatoon, SK.
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CD and Cathie McIvor devoted their careers to teaching 
younger generations about art, academics and life. Now they 
plan to shape future generations with the “CD and Catherine 

McIvor Memorial Graduate Bursary”. Moved by their desire to 
provide opportunities to talented, intelligent students who have 
financial constraints, they established a gift through their wills.

CD and Cathie appreciate the lifelong significance of a university 
education. They attribute many of their experiences and successes in 
life to the foundation provided by their own degrees. CD and Cathie 
each hold a BEd, BA and a PG (post graduate diploma) from the  
U of S. “We’ve been able to use those degrees and travel around the 
world. And now that we’re at the other end of our careers, we’re pretty 
comfortable financially and we’ve had a great time.”

As a young couple, CD and Cathie wanted university educations, 
but, “Our parents were not in a position to support us. If we hadn’t 
received student loans, matching grants and scholarship money for 
graduate school, we would never have been educated to the level we 
are now.”

With dual 32-year careers in education, they have directly influenced 
thousands of students and left positive impressions in each 
community in which they have taught and lived, including: Biggar, 

Queensland (Australia), Prudhomme, Cudworth, Sierra Leone (West 
Africa), Kelowna, Big River, Mayfair, Hafford, and Spiritwood. CD 
was the director of the Spiritwood Concert Band, and in 1995, we 
auditioned and were accepted to play at Disney World and Universal 
Studios in Florida. We drove 6700 miles with 42 kids and 8 adults. 
Many of the kids had never been out of the province. We took the bus 
and we stopped at Easter Seals camps all the way along. The kids got 
to see the country: Nashville, Memphis, Elvis Presley’s mansion. We 
went to Cape Canaveral and to the space science museum in Florida. 
If we’d flown we would have flown from Saskatoon to Orlando and 
only seen the airports but this way the kids really had an adventure." 

Although their ‘retirement’ calendar of activity outshines the busiest 
among us, a cancer diagnosis for Cathie in July 2009 put a bump in 
the road. Cathie expressed how fantastic people were during this 
tough time with thoughtful gifts, messages and visits. Cathie and CD 
recently shared that she is has been issued a clean bill of health and is 
cancer free.

With optimism, hard work, fun, philanthropy, and courage, the 
McIvors are great role models who have helped and will continue to 
shape future generations of students through their planned gift to the 
U of S.   

PLANNED GIVING, UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

through education
Shaping Generations

CAIRS 
Counselling Assessment Intervention & Research Services

Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal
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responds to immigration increase
College of Education programming

 KRIS FOSTER

Since 2008, Saskatchewan has seen an influx of students requiring 
specialized instruction in EAL, while the number of teachers 
trained in this area has not grown proportionately.

“Over the past eight years, the number of students in the pre-K-12 
system that require EAL instruction grew from one per cent to nine 
per cent,” said Michelle Prytula, dean of the College of Education. 
“This rising number of students has resulted in a need for more 
teachers with specialized training in the area of EAL.”

EAL resources, Prytula continued, are “few and far between. If there 
are classrooms with no EAL specialized assistance, and if teachers 
don’t have the background in this, students are at risk.”

To help meet the EAL needs in the school divisions and First Nations 
across Saskatchewan, the College of Education, in partnership with 
the Ministry of Education, and with much consultation with school 
divisions, developed the post-degree certificate in English as an 
Additional Language Education.

“Data from the Ministry of Education estimates that 15,000 students 
in K-12 are receiving EAL support during the 2015-16 school year,” 
explained Prytula. “This means our teachers are faced with larger 
classes as well as pressures that include providing English language 
support, differentiated instruction, settlement support and attention 
to cultural diversity.”

The EAL certificate, Prytula continued, aims to increase the number of 
teachers who have the knowledge, specialized skills and expertise that 
will assist them in working with English language learners at all grade 
levels so that those students can successfully meet credit requirements 
and graduate from Saskatchewan schools.

“This is not just about new Canadians, this will also help teachers who 
work with other students for whom English is not a first language, 
such as Indigenous students or Hutterian students,” said Prytula.

Teachers who enroll in the certificate program—consisting of 10 
courses, eight required and two elective, for a total of 30 credit units—
will cover a wide-range of material: understanding the purpose, process 
and approaches to learning additional languages; learning approaches 
to assessment that are culturally and linguistically appropriate; and 
educational practices that support cross-cultural learning and cultural 
diversity in the classroom.

“This is the only certificate of its kind in Saskatchewan,” said Prytula, 
“It’s a great example of how we continually take steps in order to match 
the needs of the ever-changing education landscape in Saskatchewan.”

The development of the EAL Certificate at the U of S was supported 
by the Ministry of Education, which enabled a four-month part-time 
secondment of Nadia Prokopchuk, a senior program manager of 
EAL and Languages to the College of Education to help develop the 
certificate.  
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“I grew up with it,” he said of Michif, a 
Métis language spoken across the Prairies 
that combines French with Plains Cree. “I 
heard my language in my mother’s womb. 
I heard it when my grandmother was 
delivering me. I heard it when I grew up.”

Born in St. Lazare, MB, the sixth-generation 
“qualified, bona fide Michif ” is known 
nationally for his efforts to preserve the 
language. In addition to being active for 
many years with Métis organizations and 
Michif preservation groups, he has written 
several books on the subject—including 
Canada’s first Michif language dictionary—
and has even translated documents (ranging 
from children’s books to government 
documents) to Michif.
He joined the College of Education last June 
as an elder and special lecturer. He finds 
it rewarding to teach soon-to-be-teachers 
the language—“they’re the future of Michif 
teachers,” he said.

He also works with a host of community 
partners (such as Westmount School, the 
Gabriel Dumont Centre, and the Saskatoon 
Indian and Métis Friendship Centre) to 
teach Michif and tell others about his 
culture, history and heritage.

“In teaching Michif, I’m able to talk about 
the cultural components of the language,” 
he said, “because language is culture and 
culture is language. Language incorporates 
everything.”

His next project is to develop a Michif 
language certificate for the college. “That’s 
one of my big jobs,” he said. He is also 
interested in expanding the curriculum for 
Métis and Michif languages and culture at 
the U of S.

If his passion for his language is any 
indication, it is a job he will be happy to 
take on.

“We have to get busy. And that’s what this 
institution, with my participation, will 
do—to understand, really, who are these 
people?”

Living 
Languages

 LESLEY PORTER

At the heart of it all, Norman Fleury is an avid storyteller, 
tirelessly sharing his culture and language with everyone 
he meets.
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A New Tradition
ALYSSA WIEBE

The University of Saskatchewan’s (U of S) College of Education 
launched its inaugural Pinning Ceremony on September 2nd 
2015.  The pinning ceremony is an opportunity for all new 

teacher candidates, partners, and college alumni to recognize the deep 
commitment that teachers make to the College and profession, and 
their commitment to serving society as a whole in one of the most 
noble of professions: the teacher. 

“Participating in today’s ceremony symbolizes a profound commitment 
to the work and relationship that takes place between the teacher and 
student, family, community, and society,” said College of Education 
Dean Michelle Prytula.  Prior to beginning their field experiences 
in schools, the pinning ceremony marks a milestone in the teacher 
candidates’ commitment to lifelong learning and professionalism.

During the ceremony, students received the newly minted pin and 
committed to an oath titled “The Educator’s Profession” through the 
signing of a banner highlighting that oath, which is displayed on the 
main floor in the College.

“The act of receiving the pin and signing the banner is an agreement 
to, and an acknowledgement of, the work of the profession.  We are 
coming together in solidarity, in community, and in mutual support of 

a noble purpose, of hard work, and of commitment to a cause far larger 
than ourselves,” added the Dean.

The pinning ceremony signifies a teacher’s acknowledgement and 
acceptance of the responsibility to the learning and development of the 
whole child, as well as the broader commitment to society to engage 
and understand; to support and transform.   Not only were students 
pinned, but so to were College alumni in attendance who were either 
faculty, staff, or partners invited to honour the students during the 
ceremony.

Superannuate and College alumna Susan Voitka-Seager noted “the 
banner is inspiring and I plan to share it with the teachers in my life. I 
will never forget this – I was honored to be involved in such a special 
way.  I love the symbol on the pin and I will treasure mine.”

Dignitaries who attended the event included: Honourable Minister 
Don Morgan; Honourable Minister Scott Moe; U of S President Gordon 
Barnhart; University Ambassador Grit McCreath; Superintendents 
from Saskatoon Public School Division, Greater Saskatoon Catholic 
Schools, and Prairie Spirit School Division; partners including the 
STF, STA, SSBA, LEADS, and ASHE; and alumni and donors. 
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A New Tradition
  KEVIN APPL
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In May 2007, the College of Education launched an Alumni Wall of Honour to recognize the success of many of our alumni. The Alumni Wall of Honour is part 

of the Heritage Corner located on the second floor of the College and is one of the legacies of the College’s 80th anniversary celebrations. Recognizing that several 

alumni of the College of Education have succeeded in a variety of fields, the wall represents this by honouring five different alumni annually. When you are 

visiting the campus, we hope you have a chance to visit the College of Education’s Heritage Corner on the second floor of the College.

Award recipients are chosen for their outstanding achievements and innovation; commitment to excellence; community engagement and leadership; and 

contributions to the social, cultural and economic well-being of society.  This year's College of Education Wall of Honour award winners are...

2015  College of Education

Educator  
John Barton , M.Ed ‘87 

Business 
Kendal Netmaker B.Ed ‘11 

Arts/Writing 
Bernice Friesen, B.Ed ‘90 

Aboriginal Initiatives 
Carol Greyeyes, B.Ed ‘88 

Athletics 
Karin Lofstrom, B.Ed ‘85 

Wall of Honour

To view the biographies of the 2015 winners please 
visit www.usask.ca/education/alumni 

Nominate an alumnus for the Wall of Honour in 2016!



|    19A N N U A L  N E W S L E T T E R     2 0 1 6

2015  College of Education

Athletics 
Karin Lofstrom, B.Ed ‘85 

Wall of Honour
 LESLEY PORTER

From living on the street to becoming a passionate 
community member, artist and education activist, 
Zoey Roy is an example of positive change.

The Saskatoon-based spoken-word poet, emcee and student 
in the Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education 
Program (SUNTEP) is a recipient of a national student 

fellowship, presented by 3M Canada and the Society for Teaching 
and Learning in Higher Education (STLHE).

The 3M National Student Fellowship Award was introduced in 
2012 to honour undergraduate students in Canada who have 
demonstrated qualities of outstanding leadership and who embrace 
a vision where the quality of their educational experience can be 
enhanced in academia and beyond. 

Each of the ten winners receives a $5,000 award, registration at 
the STLHE conference, this year hosted by Western University 
and Fanshawe College, participation in a day-long retreat held in 

London, Ontario as well as accommodation and funds towards 
travel to the conference. They are invited to take part in a 
collaborative project related to post-secondary education.

Roy’s community involvement is extensive, including the National 
Youth Arts Week and Write Out Loud: Building Community 
through Spoken Word. Her work as an artist, social activist and 
role model for Aboriginal youth has not gone unnoticed, receiving 
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012, a YWCA 
Women of Distinction nomination in 2013 and the Indspire Métis 
Youth Award in 2015.

“I’m a survivor, I’ve faced every violence you can think of and my 
spirit has been broken so many times,” Roy told On Campus News 
in 2015. “Now it seems like such a different life.”

SUNTEP
student receives
national fellowship
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Indigenous 2016
Think

The 2nd Annual Think Indigenous 
Education Conference took 
place March 16-18th, 2016 in 

Saskatoon, SK. This Conference is 
hosted by the Indian Teacher Education 
Program and the College of Education at 
the University of Saskatchewan. 

The Conference started off a little 
differently this year with a Think 
Indigenous Youth Day that was 
supported by Saskatoon Public 
Schools. The youth day took place at 
Nutana Collegiate and opened up the 
opportunity for youth in grades 9-12 
to attend sessions presented by current 
ITEP students, Michael Linklater, and 
other Indigenous advocates. 

Youth Day wrapped up with a Powwow 
at Bedford Road Collegiate.

The Conference showcased the 
strengths and attributes of Indigenous 
education to a wider audience as it 
hosted attendees from across Canada. 
It aspires to breakdown some existing 
misconceptions that may surround 
Indigenous Education. 

This years theme was "Inspiring change 
through Indigenous education practices 
and knowledges". 

Keynote speakers at this year's education 
conference included Indigenous child 
welfare rights activist Cindy Blackstock, 

Indigenous human rights lawyer 
Sharon Venne and University of Regina 
Education professor Shauneen Pete. 

Congratulations to the conference 
committee on a successful event;

Yvette Arcand, Connie Kocsis, Mika 
Lafond, Brenda Mergel, Andrea Michael, 
Irene Oakes, Pat Olesiuk, Chris Scribe, 
Audrey Swan, Edie Venne-Hyggen, and 
Alyssa Wiebe.

We invite you to join us for next years 
Think Indigenous Education Conference 
in 2017! 

 ALYSSA WIEBE

  ALYSSA WIEBE  ALYSSA WIEBE

  ALYSSA WIEBE  ALYSSA WIEBE
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A fixture in the 
basketball community

 DARREN ZARY, SASKATOON STARPHOENIX

I guess times were really tough back then,” 
recalls Humbert with a chuckle.

It was 1980-1981. He was the youngest guy 
on the team, one of the pine brothers.

“If my turn came to get into the game, I’d have 
to wait as they subbed out Clair Campbell, 
who probably played 34-35 minutes a game,” 
remembers Humbert. “He’d come off the floor 
and I’d go with him to the equipment room 
because they didn’t have enough shorts for 
everybody. I would take Clair’s shorts – I’m not 
joking – and take my sweats off and pull up his 
wet, soggy shorts, and I’d go back to the sub 
table with these nice wet and very short shorts. 
It’s the way it was.

“I know, it sucked.”

My, how have times changed.

Humbert played high school and university 
basketball at a time when they wore the 
tightest, and shortest, of shorts. There was no 
three-point line to pad your offensive stats. 
NBA and NCAA college hoops were not nearly 
as omnipresent as today.

He was recruited to the Huskies by Guy Vetrie, 
who sold him simply on “The 5-40 Rule.” 

“He said, ‘Paul, if you come to the University of 
Saskatchewan, you will play five years and get 
40 years of great memories.’ ”

Now in his 50s, Humbert remains a fixture 
in the basketball community, where his hoop 
roots run deep in Saskatoon.

He has coached at the community, high school 
and provincial levels. He was co-founder of 
the popular Triple-S basketball camps with the 
late John Dewar. He is presently the master of 
learning facilitator for Basketball Saskatchewan 
and heads the National Coaching Certification 
Program.

Basketball, he says, is his “happy place.”

Humbert began playing basketball at age 8 and 
joined his first team in Grade 8 at College Park. 
He went on to star for the Evan Hardy Souls 

and made a pair of memorable appearances at 
Bedford Road Invitational Tournament. After 
high school, Humbert had to make a decision 
whether to pursue basketball or football. It was 
his crossroads moment. He chose basketball 
and hasn’t looked back. 

Humbert, who has gone full circle as current 
principal at his former high school, played five 
seasons for the Huskies. 

“I’m very passionate about the game of 
basketball,” says Humbert, who was recognized 
as BRIT special guest.

“I was very fortunate to play at a competitive 
level, up until a couple years ago, with some 
great teammates. Through the years, I’ve had 
the opportunity to coach some amazing players 
and teams and met some incredible people 
along the way. I truly enjoyed coaching my 
three daughters, Jill, Riley and Maddy, and 
watching them embrace the game. I didn’t 
whip them and say, as a dad, they had to play 
basketball and I just supported them in their 
decisions.”

Humbert also coached the Regina Luther Lions 
and Saskatoon’s Aden Bowman Bears at BRIT.

“When I haven’t been playing, I’ve definitely 
been at BRIT every single weekend (over the 
years),” he points out. “I know what a thrill it is 
to be there, at such a prestigious tournament.”

To this day, Humbert loves watching NBA 
basketball, especially Steph Curry and 
Draymond Green from the Golden State 

Warriors, who, along with the San Antonio 
Spurs, “play great team defence and share the 
ball so well.”

Every night, he checks his phone app for NBA 
stats.  

“I always check Kobe (Bryant) to see how 
many shots it took him to get his points,” quips 
Humbert. ” He’s always such a high-volume 
shooter.”

At the BRIT breakfast, Humbert talked about 
the meaning of being “all in” with your team or 
family or job. He says he challenges his Evan 
Hardy staff to be always ‘all in’ in terms of how 
they work with students and how they support 
their colleagues.

Humbert idolizes and likes to quote San 
Antonio Spurs coach Gregg Popovich, the 
longest-serving NBA coach, when making 
reference to winning and losing, entitlement 
and making the best of opportunities.

“Some things will come easy to you and be 
attained with little effort,” Humbert said, 
quoting Popovich. “Some times, you might 
work your tail off and feel you deserve the 
opportunity for a positive result and it might 
not go your way. How you react to the failure 
or success will define you. It will not come easy. 
The satisfaction will come in the work. You 
will need to have the right attitude to be all in 
to get it.” 

  ALYSSA WIEBE

  ALYSSA WIEBE



22   | U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S A S K A T C H E W A N     C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N

for National Book Award
Education Alumnus Finalist

Saskatoon author and recording 
artist Sally Meadows has been 
shortlisted for The 2016 Word 

Awards, a national competition that 
honours the best published work by 
Canadian Christian writers in a wide 
range of genres. 

Sally is one of only two Saskatchewan 
authors shortlisted, which includes over 
100 nominees in 35 categories. Also 
shortlisted was Ramona Lusch Johnson 
of Dalmeny, SK. Sally was nominated 
for her children’s picture book The Two 
Trees (2015).

The Two Trees is about a boy on the 
autism spectrum as told from the 
perspective of his younger brother. 

The book raises awareness about the 
challenges facing families that include 
a child on the autism spectrum, in 
an accessible story form. Over 2000 
elementary school children across the 
province have participated in Sally’s Two 
Trees presentation, which includes an 
author reading, discussion about autism 
and bullying, and hands-on activities 
that delight and enlighten. Many of 
Sally’s school presentations have been 
funded through the Saskatchewan 
Writers’ Guild author reading program.

This is Sally’s third The Word Award 
nomination. Her first two nominations 
(2013, 2014) were for her songs “Turn 
the Page” and “This New Year” from her 
CDs Turn the Page and Red & White 

respectively. Sally is also a contributing 
author to a number of anthologies 
including the #1 Canadian bestseller 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Christmas 
in Canada.  Her second children’s book 
Beneath That Star was released in 2015.

 SALLY MEADOWS.COM

  SALLY MEADOWS

Prairie Habitat Garden Renovation
Janet McVittie and Shannon Dyck (a 

recently completed Masters student, 
supervised by Marcia McKenzie) 

were awarded one of 20 North American 
Partnership for Environmental Community 
Action grants (out of 500 applications from 
throughout Canada, US, and Mexico) for 
their community action proposal.  The 
grant, of approximately $US 50,000 is 
to renovate the Prairie Habitat Garden 
to focus on Indigenous peoples, native 
plants, and children’s active play space. The 
sponsoring agency is the Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation.

The first planning session was a world café 
event with First Nations and Métis, early 
learning, and native plant people involved 
to determine the kinds of features to have 
in the garden.  

Workshops involved learning how First 
Nations’ peoples traditionally managed 
the grass lands, which plant species in the 
garden are invasive and which are native, 
and then actually getting to work removing 
as many invasive species as possible.  All 
are invited to attend this second workshop.

The bulk of the funds are for remoulding 
the garden space, but some will be spent on 
inviting early learners to use the space, as 
well as educational signage for visitors, and 
the making of a movie to show the process 
and the results.  Please visit the garden 
at your leisure.  You might encounter 
our summer Prairie Habitat Garden 
coordinator there, Sofia Quijada, who is a 
teacher candidate from the Early Learning 
Cohort.  Sofia is working for the garden 
and researching children’s language about 
nature for the summer.

p l a y  •  d i s c o v e r  •  l e a r n  •  g r o w  •  i n s p i r e  •  t e a c h  •  e n j o y

 BRENDA MERGEL



|    23A N N U A L  N E W S L E T T E R     2 0 1 6

for National Book Award
Education Alumnus Finalist Finding his true calling

at the U of S  JAMES SHEWAGA, UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

International student Anton Siaotong from 
the Philippines was awarded his second 
University of Saskatchewan degree, a 

Bachelor of Education at this years Spring 
Convocation. 

“The Canadian experience made me achieve 
my dream,” said Siaotong. “I would not have 
fulfilled it if I had stayed in the Philippines.”

After travelling from the Far East to study 
science and engineering in Saskatchewan, 
Siaotong’s academic journey turned in a whole 
new direction when he went from cultivating 
new fields of research to cultivating young 
minds.

A 45-year-old former assistant professor at the 
University of the Philippines, Siaotong secured 
a scholarship to the U of S where he earned a 
master’s degree, served as a sessional lecturer 
and pursued his PhD. But more than halfway 
through his PhD in bioprocessing engineering, 
he changed course completely to pursue his 
passion to teach schoolchildren.

“Teaching math and music is my passion and 
that’s the explanation for leaving my PhD,” said 
Siaotong, a former U of S Dean’s Scholarship 
researcher who will graduate with an 
impressive 86.08 per cent cumulative average 
in his education courses. “A lot of people 
wondered why I had to leave my PhD after 
four years of doing it … but I just felt that I am 
more called towards teaching in the younger 
years in elementary and high school, so that I 
can affect them more. I am a teacher at heart.”

Working as a private music teacher on the side 
to help pay for tuition, Siaotong knew he had 
made the right decision during his internship 
at St. Peter School in Saskatoon last fall and has 
relished returning to the classroom this spring 
as a substitute teacher. A devout Catholic 
who has conducted choirs since arriving in 
Saskatoon back in 2003, Siaotong has felt right 
at home working in the Greater Saskatoon 
Catholic Schools division.

“My faith is very much a part of my life,” 
said Siaotong, who currently sings with the 

Saskatoon Men’s Chorus and conducts both 
the St. Thomas More choir and the Saskatoon 
Filipino choir. “My dad emphasized education 
and my mom emphasized faith, and the 
combination of such is my reason for being in 
the Catholic school division right now.”

Like most of the members of his graduating 
class, Siaotong is now searching for full-time 
work as a teacher and is unsure of his next 
step and whether it involves securing his 
Canadian citizenship or returning home to the 
Philippines. But one thing he knows for sure is 
that his future lies in the classroom.

“I think my mission is to be able to teach 
and that is why I pursued the Bachelor of 
Education,” said Siaotong. “I really want to 
teach math and music … and I am enjoying 
being a substitute teacher where I go around 
to different schools. I don’t know if I am called 
to be in a certain country, but I know that I am 
called to be a teacher of math and music. And 
wherever I am most needed, there I will be.”

  STOBBE PHOTOGRAPHY
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We are now SOCIAL!
The College of Education has launched a Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter page!

We encourage and ask that you like and follow us. These pages 
will serve as key channels for College news, updates, information, 
contests, giveaways and teaching tips to use in your everyday life.  

We have also launched a brand new College of Education Alumni 
and Donor website. It can be viewed at 
www.usask.ca/education/alumnianddonors

@UofSEd

University of Saskatchewan
College of Education

Stay connected
and get involved

Involved alumni help to enhance the reputation and strengthen the College of Education at the 
University of Saskatchewan. Here are a few easy ways to become more involved.

    • Become a member of the U of S Alumni Association
    • Attend an alumni pinning ceremony in the College of Education
    • Assist in College of Education student recruitment at the University of Saskatchewan
    • Subscribe and contribute to the ConnectED College Newsletter
    • Attend events
    • Nominate fellow alumni for awards and recognition
    • Contribute to the College of Education Annual Fund
    • Update your contact information
    • Participate in our periodic alumni surveys
    • Submit and tell us about the most recent milestone in your life
    • Volunteer in a variety of ways - ask us how!
    • Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
    • Make use of your alumni card
    • Visit campus and the Education Building - we would love to see you!

We want to hear from you!
Share your stories, photos, or memorabilia from your time at the University of Saskatchewan and have an 
article featured in the College of Education E-Newsletter and Newsletter.

For more information contact
Alyssa Wiebe, College Relations Officer
edalumni.donor@usask.ca 
306-966-8173

usaskcollegeofeducation
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The Maureen and Gordon Haddock 
Scholarship in Education was 
created to recognize a College 

of Education undergraduate, pursuing a 
Bachelor of Education, who demonstrates 
a passion for writing and is likely to inspire 
students to pursue excellence in this art. 
Maureen is about to release her third book, 
and has always enjoyed writing. She loves 
to meet young teachers with a similar 
interest.  

Maureen and Gordon have known 
each other since they were twelve. They 
are  both graduates of the University of 
Saskatchewan. They have been married 

for over forty-five years and have become 
a team, sharing each other’s interests. The 
Haddocks have enjoyed a diverse business 
life, and their love of entrepreneurism 
motivated them to give an annual 
scholarship, beginning in 1997, at the 
Edward’s School of Business, Gord’s alma 
mater. Maureen, a graduate of the College 
of Education, thought it was fitting they 
also give a scholarship reflecting her 
love for writing and teaching. The first 
presentation was in 2009.  

Maureen and Gord treasure their 
involvement at the university. They enjoy 
watching young students blossom and 

find success after graduation. News from 
recipients who keep in touch with the 
Haddocks can often be found in the Giving 
Back section of their business website 
www.trek2000corporation.com. 

The College of Education thrives because 
of generous gifts from donors that provide 
the financial and moral support needed to 
continue its mission. The Haddocks believe 
that giving money and time to students 
with similar interests to their own is not 
just important, but extremely rewarding.  

scholarship in Education
Maureen and Gordon Haddock

Who are our donors? Visit us online at
usask.ca/education/alumnianddonors

MAUREEN HADDOCK
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100 years. A million memories.
In 2016-17, the U of S Alumni Association 

will be celebrating its centennial.

Mark your calendars to come celebrate with us!

Centennial Launch and Homecoming Game      September 16, 2016
Alumni Weekend      May 18-21, 2017

alumni.usask.ca/centennial


