A Long Way Gone Introduction to Close Reading Concordia Template
ELA A10 - A Long Way Gone Introduction Close Reading - Lesson Plan
Stephanie Rachkewich – Lloydminster Comprehensive High School

	CONTEXT
	Title: A Long Way Gone Introduction Close Reading

	
	Date:  March 29, 2023
	Grade Level: 10

	
	Overall Time Frame: 55 Minutes
	

	
	Big Idea / Essential Questions: 
1. What information provided in the introduction of the memoir is essential for understanding events to come in the rest of the book?
2. How can connecting my own experiences to that of the characters in my book expand my understanding and develop social responsibility?
3. In what ways are challenges important to personal and social development?



	PREPARATION
 &
 PLANNING
	Materials and Supports:
(24 Students)

Breakout EDU Box (x4)
· See attached clues and set-up instructions
· 4 copies of A Long Way Gone
· Projector for visual timer
· Reflection cards
	Anticipated Challenges:
· Cohesion of pre-assigned groups
· Revisit class norms if needed
· Discuss the value of groupwork
· Time constraints
· Visual timers
· Individuals isolating from the group
· Constant monitoring and rotation through groups to encourage all students to participate in some capacity
· Early completion
· Use Breakout EDU reflection cards to drive group discussion
· Provide opportunity to work ahead on photo journal assignment

	Meeting Diverse Learning Needs:
· Variety of clues offer varied levels of difficulty and connect to different learning preferences
· Options to solve clues independently or in collaboration with group members
· Knowing the composition of this class, this activity works well to provide customization for each student to participate at their own level. There are no specific learning needs that require additional support outside of what is offered by group members and teacher guidance.


	
	Specific Learning Outcomes:
CR A10.1 - Comprehend and respond to a variety of visual, oral, print, and multimedia texts that address identity, social responsibility, and social action.
CR A10.2 - View, interpret… and draw conclusions about the ideas and information presented in a variety of illustrations, charts [etc.].
CC A10.3 - Use oral language to express a range of information and ideas in… informal (discussion and group work) situations.
AR A10.1 - Establish and apply criteria to evaluate own and others’ work.


	
	Key Learning Target(s):
I can:
· Draw conclusions from the clues (maps, trading cards, and flashcards) to synthesize information
· Communicate my personal connection to the literary work out loud to my teammates
· Reflect on my contributions to my group’s performance through discussion with my team 


	
	Cross-Curricular Connections:
Social Sciences - mapping, historical context (Sierra Leone Civil War), political ideologies
Biology - climate, ecology, body systems
Life Transitions - relationships and family dynamics
Math - inductive and deductive reasoning

	
	Formative Assessment Plan:
1. Observe groups - note conversations being had about each clue. Collect answers from initial clue to assess whether or not the group was able to grasp the concepts through independent/group reading.
2. Observe individuals - are students engaging with their groups? Are any choosing to isolate from their groups and not participate? Who is demonstrating leadership, and are all students able to contribute?

	
	Relevant Background Knowledge to Teach Lesson:
· Preparation of Breakout Box
· Read A Long Way Gone (Chapters 1–4 specifically for this activity).
· Understand the basics of the history of the Sierra Leone Civil War.




	TEACHING 

&
 LEARNING
	Introduction:
Time Frame: 5 min.
· O’Canada
· Welcome students to class. Draw their attention to their group names and the initial instructions on the board.
· Review expectations. Discuss the importance and benefits of group work if needed.
· Release students to gather in teams and begin the activity.

	
	Student Practice:
Time Frame: 45 min.
· Post digital timer to pace activity.
· Students will participate in the Breakout Box activity. Teacher will circulate to monitor for cheaters and be available to groups who want to use their clue cards. 
· Teacher will also monitor for isolated individuals.
· Formative assessment observations will be gathered during this time.
· Early finishing groups will use the reflection cards to discuss the activity. Each group member must answer 3 of the questions (groups can choose if they want to use the same 3 cards for all members or have each member answer 3 unique cards). A recorder will keep notes of the group discussion to submit to the teacher.
· If discussion is completed, students can work ahead on their photo journal assignments.


	
	Closure:
Time Frame: 5 min.
· Ensure that each group has completed the Breakout Box.
· Review the skills gained through the activity, notably:
· Drawing conclusions from the clues to synthesize information
· Drawing text-to-self connections
· Communicating and working in a team
· Participating in group discussion/reflection
· Have each group collect their locks and clues, store all of their materials in the box, and hand the box directly back to the teacher.
· Pack up and dismiss for iTime - note: Mrs. Rachkewich is unavailable today during iTime due to the PAA collaboration meeting.




	REFLECTION
 &
 NEXT STEPS
	Reflections:
· Which group broke into their box the quickest? What led to their success?
· Were there any students who were disengaged? How might I challenge them to engage next time?
· Did the clues prompt students to actually meet the intended goals of the lesson or was the activity more novel in nature? 
· How could clues be improved to promote deeper engagement with the learning targets?
· Management-wise, were there any issues that need to be considered for the next group work activity?

Next Steps:
· If time was too short today, debrief the ELA skills gained through the Breakout Box activity in the subsequent lesson.
· Improve the clues for this activity if deemed necessary.
· As we read more of A Long Way Gone, use this experience to guide discussion and provide context for close reading and synthesizing skills.














Breakout EDU Box Clues - A Long Way Gone Close Reading Box
 
Key Lock Clue
· Students will read and respond to chapter 4 as a group. Once questions are submitted, teacher will provide a key to unlock the room in which boxes are locked.

3 Digit Lock Clue
· Solution: 329 - Found by reading chapter 1 to determine how many times each of the 3 symbols is mentioned. Students will need to note the order in which the symbols appear in order to solve the clue.

4 Digit Lock Clue
· Solution: 1293 - Found by determining which of the details on the clue uses numerical form. Order is that in which they appear on the clue card.

Combo Lock (Letters) Clue
· Solution: REBEL - Found by identifying the key word from the flashcards hidden around the room.

Combo Lock (Arrows) Clue
· Solution: Down, Down, Back, Forward, Back - Found by interpreting the map provided and following the key words included in the description.
