
	  Introduction to Writing Ontario Template

	  Date: Sept 24, 2024

	Course
	Grade 7 ELA

	Unit
	Introduction to Writing

	Today’s Lesson
	Writing with visual prompts

	Outcomes & Indicators
	 CR7.4g; CC7.1d; CC7.8c&h




	WALT (We Are Learning Today)
	 Teaching & Learning Strategies

	· to write a creative paragraph using visual prompts
· list descriptive words and phrases before starting writing task
	· Direct Instructions
· Class Discussion
· Brainstorm (adjectives)
· Mind Map / Concept Map
· Jigsaw
· Think-Pair-Share
· Problem Solving
· Demonstration
· Guest Speaker
· Community / Field Trip
· Research / Investigation
· Presentation
· Multimedia production
· Role play / Simulation
· Quiz/Test/Exam
· Class activity
· working in pairs
· 

	Assessment & Evaluation Purpose
	Achievement Category
	

	· For Learning
· As Learning
· Of Learning 
	· Knowledge
· Thinking 
· Communication
· Application
	

	
	

	Lesson Plan
i. Review with students the aspects of writing that they have done .  Miner Park, Snowball activity, deserted island, adjectives, kernel sentences.  Note their recall (10 - 15 minutes)
· Miner Park focused on senses.  What were some of the things you wrote about in your piece?
· What were kernel sentences about?  What did you have to do as a student?  What did you learn in that activity?
· Does anyone have a snowball activity in their binder?  What did you do?  Similar to what other activity we did?
· Deserted island activity was about one restaurant that you would go for the rest of your life.  How was this different from kernel sentences or the snowball activity?
· When we are doing descriptive writing, what does that mean?  What do you need to focus on when doing descriptive writing?

ii. The main two aspects of writing we’ve focussed on are 1) IDEAS and 2) WORD CHOICE and that’s needed for today’s activity

iii.  Explain task to students. Write a paragraph for 3 of the 6 pictures.

Focus on…
· Imagine you are using words to paint a picture for the reader
· Use of adjectives
· Different/creative ways to describe the picture
· Proper punctuation (use periods, commas, capital letters, even exclamation points!)
iv. 5 minutes)

Instructions: 
v. Take out a blank sheet of looseleaf.  NOT YET!  Write your name on the top. Choose one image that you feel was interesting or special to you. (after reading ALL the instructions, you will be writing a descriptive paragraph to hand in to me)
vi. Write down the main descriptive words and phrases that you will use in your writing.  Don’t simply start writing without doing this step. Once you have written the words and phrases, put your hand up and show me that you are ready to start your paragraph.
Keep in mind things such as…
· What senses could be part of your paragraph?
· What are the adjectives that could be used to describe things in the picture?
· Use your imagination to be creative and paint a picture for the reader.
· Our descriptive paragraphs are a MINIMUM of 6 sentences in length.
vii. Example on slide 8. Writing Creative Paragraphs from Visual Cues Do this with the students.  Get as many adjectives on board (ie. alone, active, silly, stretching slowly, etc… from students). (10 minutes)

viii. Go through slides 9-14 with the pictures several times.  First time, do it in complete silence.  Second time, brainstorm a few words for each image (5 - 10 minutes)
· Are there some of the pictures that will be easier to write about than others?  Which ones?  Why?

ix. Students start their writing task (20 minutes).  Check with students if they are understanding the creative aspect of lesson and not simply describing the image.
x. stop students before class and get feedback on the task.  Do they fully understand?  Are they racing through?
xi. will possibly get time next class to finish all 3 writings.

	

	
	

	Learning Skills
	Assessment Evaluation Strategies

	· Responsibility
· Organization
· Independent Work
· Collaboration
· Initiative
· Self-regulation
	· Self Assessment
· Peer Assessment
· Observation
· Questioning 
· Homework Check
· Reflective Journals
· Diagnostic Quiz
· Formal Quiz/Test
· Consultation/ Conference
	· Presentation
· Demonstration
· Game/Simulation
· Portfolio/Learning Log
· Multi-Media Production
· Essay/Research
· Lab Report
· Formal Exam
· Other_________________

	
	
	

	
	
	



	Learning Resources

	1. slideshow & projector
2. looseleaf sheets

	WILT (What I Learned Today)
· how to take descriptive words or phrases and create a descriptive paragraph of 6 or more sentences



	Student Accommodations
· some students to only do one or two paragraphs
· do they need a thesaurus?
· 
	Homework
· none

	Student Concerns
	Teacher Reflections

	· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
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